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DOWNWASH AND WAKE BEHIND PLAIN AND FLAPPED AIRFOILS

By Asrs SmversTEIN, S. KATZovF and W. KENvETE BULLIVANT

SUMMARY

Extensive experimental measurements have been made of
the downwash angles and the wake characteristics behind
airfoils with and without flaps and the date have been
analyzed and correlated with the theory. A detailed study
was made of the errors involved in applying lifting-line
theory, such as the effecis of a finite wing chord, the
rolling-up of tke trailing voriex sheet, and the wake.

The downwash angles, as computed from the theoretical
span load distribution by means of the Biot-Savart equa-
tion, were found to be in satigfactory agreement with the
experimental results. The rolling-up of the trailing vor-
tex sheet may be neglected, but the vertical displacement of
the vortex sheet requires consideration.

By the use of a theoretical itreatment indicated by
Prandtl, it has been possible to generalize the available
experimental results so that predictions can be made of the
important wake parameters in terms of the distance be-
hind the airfoil trailing edge and the profile-drag coeffi-
cient.

The method of application of the theory to design and
the satisfactory agreement between predicted and experimen-
tal results when applied to an airplane are demonstrated.

INTRODUCTION

Rational tail-plane design depends on & knowledge of
the direction and the velocity of the air flow in the
region behind the wing. Numerous investigations,
both experimental and theoretical, have been devoted
to the determination of the downwash for wings with-
out flaps. The agreement between theory and experi-
ment has, as & rule, been only partly satisfactory, and
the comparisons have been inadequate as bases for
generalizations. The existing empirical equations for
downwash angles make allowance neither for variations
in plan form nor for the use of flaps. Only scant atten-
tion has been given to the important problem of the
wake behind flapped wings.

As the first part of a comprehensive study of teil-
plane design, the air flow in the region behind the wing
has been studied for the purpose of developing general

methods for predicting the downwash and the wake.
Much of the work on downwash was concerned with the
relation of the induced field in the region behind the
airfoil to the theoretical span load distribution end to
the corresponding vortex system. The basis for the
theoretical calculations is the Biot-Sevart equation for
the induced velocities in a vortex field. Some of the
data were particularly useful in investigating the rate of
rolling-up of the frailing vortex sheet.

The wake constitutes a not altogether separate
problem. Its position and the velocity distribution
across it must be known in order to predict the tail
efficiency for cases in which the tail is within it. Down-
wash and wake generally require simultaneous ftreat-
ment because the downwash determines the position of
the wake and the wake has, in turn, an effect on the
downwash.

The date used in this analysis were obtained mainly
in the N. A. C. A. full-scale wind tunnel with airfoils
and airplanes that were usually so small that the jet-
boundary corrections either were negligible or could be
accurately applied.

An obvious limitation of the present study, insofar as
its practical utility is concerned, lies in its neglect of
the interference from fuselage, nacelles, etc. Also
neglected is the small effect of the tail itself on the air
flow ahead of it.

EXPERIMENTAL INVESTIGATION
SCOPE OF THE TESTS

The airfoils, the airplane model, and the full-scale
airplane used in the investigation, together with a
synopsis of the downwash and the wake surveys made
in each case, are listed as follows:

1. A 5- by 380-inch rectanguler Clark Y airfoil.
Downwash angles were measured, at three different
lift coefficients, in the plane of symmetry. Dynamic-
pressure surveys of the wake were made in the same
plane.

2. A 10- by 30-inch rectangular Clark Y airfoil.
Measurements were the same as for the 5- by 30-inch
airfoil.

179



180

3. A 2- by 12-foot rectangular Clark Y airfoil tested
without a flap, and with the following flaps, each of
20-percent chord:

(a) 40-percent-span split flap, §,=20° and 60°.

(b) 70-percent-span split flap, §;=20° and 60°.

(c) Same as (b) except for a 12.5-percent-span cut-
away at the center. ) - .

(d) Full-span split flap, §,=20° and 60°,

(e) Full-span external-girfoil flap, §;=20° and 40°.

Downwash measurements were made, at three lift
coefficients, in the plane of symmetry of the airfoil and

F1GURE 1.—The U. 8. A. 45 alrfoll mounted {1 the full-scale wind tunnel and the
survey apparatus behind it,

nlso in a parallel plane one-sixth of the span from the
symmetry plane.

4. The 45.75-foot-span, 2:1 tapered U. S. A. 45 airfoil
of aspect ratio 6 described in reference 1. Downwash
and wake measurements were made at five lift coeffi-
cients, in the plane of symmetry, and in planes 3, 8,
18, 21, and 24 feet from the symmetry plane at distances
of 10, 18, and 26 feet behind the quarter-chord point.

5. A model of 12-foot span of the 2:1 tapered U. S. A.
45 airfoil. Downwash measurements were similar to
those for the 2- by 12-foot rectangular airfoil.

6. The 8- by 48-foot rectangular Clark Y airfoil
described in reference 2. Downwash and wake sur-
veys were similar to those for. the large U. S. A.45
tapered airfoil.

7. Three 6- by 36-foot symmetrical airfoils of N. A.
C. A. 0009, 0012, and 0018 sections. Detailed measure-
ments of the wake were made at a number of longi-
tudinal stations from the trailing edge to three chord
lengths behind the airfoils.

8. A small low-wing monoplane equipped with a 5:1
tapered wing of aspect ratio 10. “The wing has a plain
sealed flap extending over 65 percent of the span.
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Downwash and wake measurements were made with
the tail removed, in the region of the tail plane for a
number of different lift coeficients with and without the
flap deflected.

9. A midwing airplane model equipped with 2 4:1
tapered wing of aspect ratio 8. The wing has a split
flap extending over 58 percent of the span. Down-
wash and wake measurements were made in the region
of the tail plane. Pitching-moment measurements
were also made with the tail at different settings and
with the tail removed.

APPARATUS AND METHODS

The experimental work was conducted in the N. A. C.
A. full-scale wind tunnel (reference 3) using the survey
apparatus that is part of the equipment of the tunnel.
Figure 1, showing the survey apparatus behind the 12-
foot U. S. A. 45 airfoil, illustrates the experimental
arrangement. For the 5- by 30-inch and the 10- by
30-inch airfoils, the measurements were made with a
small Y-type yaw head and & Prandtl pitot tube, as
described in detail in reference 4. For all other cases,
the measurements were obtained by means of the com-
bined pitch, yaw, and dynamic-pressure tube shown
in detail in figure 2. Force measurements were made
by the methods described in references 2, 3, and 4.

Angles of pitch and yaw are accurate to within about
£0.25°. Dynamic-pressure measurements are accurate
to within about 4 1 percent.

Air-stream angles and dynamic pressures were meas-
ured without an airfoil in the jet, and these values were
applied in ecorrecting sall the measurements. Jot-
boundary corrections were negligible for the two small
Clark Y airfoils. Corrections were applied according
to reference 4 for the airfoils of 12-foot span and for
the two airplanes. For the large airfoils, the correc-
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FIGURE 2.—Ling drawing showing combined pltch, yaw, and pitot-static tube used
for the dynamio-pressure and the downwash surveys.

tions areso large and vary so much from point to point
in the region behind the airfoil that a quantitative com-
parison between the theorstical and the measured down-
wash angles was not considered advisable.

CALCULATION OF DOWNWASH

The induced velocity at & point due to an infinitesimal
length of vortex filament is given by the Biot-Savart
equation, which may be written in vector notation

—_T dliXa

w=ﬁ —El's—
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in which % is the induced-velocity vector at the point.
T, the strength of the vortex.
dl, & vector having the direction and length of
the infinitesimsal vortex filament.
@, the vector from the vortex filament to the
point.

The integration of this expression around & semi-infinite
U-vortex of semispan & and strength T, in order to
obtain the effect at & point z, z in the symmetry plane,
leads to the following expressions for the separate con-
tributions to the vertical component of the induced
velocity at this point.

_iT z
T ) St

due to the bound vortex.

"""”2"'2’( + "8’+r’+22)
due to the two trailing vortices.

ST 2 /1 1 1
D =10 21[1/32+12+22\x’+z’+s’+2’)+8’+z’:| ()

due to the U-vortex.

By means of equation (1) a computation of the down-
wash angle behind a monoplane airfoil can be made if
the load distribution, or circulation distribution, along
the airfoil is known. The wing is replaced by its lifting
line, where the bound vortex is considered localized,
and the vortex sheef that is shed from its trailing edge
is considered to originate at the lifting line and extend,
unchanged, to infinity. The strength T of the bound
vortex at any section is related to the section lift co-
efficient ¢; by the equation

__TVee,
2

in which V" is the free-stream velocity and ¢ is the chord
length. The intensity of vorticity in the trailing vortex
sheet is —dT'/dy.

In a separate paper (reference 5) are presented, for
use in tail-plane design and stability studies, the re-
sults of extensive downwash computations based on the
foregoing idealized picture. These computations being
for wings of various aspect ratios, taper ratios, and flap
:spans, it is essential to investigate the generality of the
method and to justify its application.

The validity of the foregoing concept as & foundation
for the computation of downwash angles is, indeed,
subject to objection in & number of particulars, which
have been separately studied and are discussed in the
following sections. The cases of wings without and
with flaps are separately treated.

WINGS WITHOUT FLAPS

Flow about an airfoil seetion.—An obvious objection
‘to the proposed method of calculation is that a vortex
.at the lifting line is an inexact substitution for the

200142—40—13
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actual airfoil, In order to investigate the order of _
magnitude of the discrepancy, the theoretical two- :
dimensional flow about & Clark Y airfoil at ¢, =1.22
was obtained by a conformal transformation of the

F16URE 3.—Theoretlcal downwash-angle contours for two-dimensional flow about a
Clark Y eirfofl section. «, 5.43°; Cr, 1.22,

flow about a circle. The transformation was effected
by the method of Theodorsen (reference 6); the Clark
Y airfoil was chosen because much of the experimental
work was done with Clark Y airfoils and also because
the transformation had already been partly performed

FIGURE {.—Theoretical downwash-angle contours for & vortex In & uniform stream
(two-dimensioneal flow). Vortex strength corresponds to Cr=1.22.

in reference 6 for this section. Four complex Fourier
coefficients were used, which, inasmuch as they sufficed
to transform the cirele with good accuracy into the
Clark Y section, necessarily sufficed to transform the
flow at distances from if,.

The results are plotted as downwash-angle contours
in figure 3. Comparison with the corresponding map
for an equivalent vortex placed at the quarter-chord
point (fig. 4) shows that, at a distance of about one
chord length behind the trailing edge, the difference is
less than 0.3°. It appears reasonable to assume that
the difference would be of this order for other airfoils.



182

The conclusiveness of this result may be open to
question inasmuch as the actual flow about an airfoil
section only approximates the potential flow, owing to
the finite viscosity of air; the difference is probably

FIGCRE 5.—Theoretioal downwash-apgle contours for two-dimensional flow about a
Clark Y alrfoil seetlon. «, —8.57% Ct, 0.

slight, however, except—in the vicinity of the wake
itself.

Figure 5 shows the theoretical stream angles calcu-
lated for the Clark Y airfoil at zero lift. 'The simplified
theory for this case predicts zero downwash at every
point in the field; and it can be seen that, at one chord
length behind the treiling edge, the difference from
zero is small.

Distortion of the trailing vortex sheet.—The shed
vortex sheet does not extend unaltered indefinitely
downstream but, as a result of the air motions that the
vortex system itself creates, is rapidly displaced down-

F1GURE 6.—Isometric drawing showing the U. 8. A. 45 airfoll and the distorted
trailing vortex sheet. Cr, 1.35,

ward and deformed. It curves into a channel of con-
stently increasing depth and distends rapidly as it
proceeds to roll up like a volute about the tip-vortex
cores. . .

Itis essential to kﬁow the rat_e at whic}i this transfor-

mation oceurs, for the difference in the tail-plane region
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between the downwash computed for the unchanged
vortex sheet and that for the completely rolled-up sheet
is of the order of 20 percent- The surveys behind the
large U. S. A. 45 tapered airfoil are of particular interest
in this respect, becguse they were sufficiently extensive
to give quantitative information on the rolling-up proc-
ess. For this purpose, the case of the highest lift coeffi-
cient (C;,=1.35) will be discussed, not only because the
greater magnitude of the measured pitch and yaw
angles increases the relative accuracy of the study but
also because the distortion of the vortex sheet-at the
rearmost survey plane (26 feet hehind the quarter-
chord line) represents the maximum distortion thet will
have to be considered in practical computations of
downwash behind plain wings. The bases for this
statement are: (a)} the aspect ratio is ebout the mini~
mum in common use; (b) the lift coefficient is quite
high, in fact, nearly the maximum for this airfoil; and
(¢) the 26-foot survey plane is considerably farther

.3
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F16URE 7.—Experimental span load distribution for the U. 8. A. 45alrfoll. Ci, 1.35

behind the trailing edge than is the usual position of the
tail plane.

Figure 6 shows the shape of the airfoil and the posi-
tions of the 10-foot and the 26-foot survey planes.
Figure 7 shows the span load distribution for C;=1.35,
experimentally determined by means of pressure orifices
in the airfoil surface (reference 1)}. Figures 8 and ¢
show the surveys in the 10-foot and the 26-foot planes,
respectively, the vectors representing by magnitude
and direction the inclination of the air flow to the tunncl
axis., In order to avoid confusion, vectors are not
shown for all points where readings were taken.

The line of intersection of the trailing vortex sheet
with the plane of the survey has been indicated in the
figures; it is the line across which there is an abrupt
change in the lateral component of the velocity. It is
also the line where the wake intersects the survey
plane, as was verified by the dynamic-pressure surveys.
The circles indicating the positions of the tip-vortex
cores are somewhat more arbitrarily located; they are
points that appear to be the approximate centers of
rotation of the air flow near them.
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Rolling-up of the trailing vortex sheet.—It was
possible to determine from the surveys the extent of
rolling-up of the sheet at each survey plune. From
Stokes’ theorem, the total strength of the vorticity T
within an area S may be determined by integrating
the tangential component of the velocity along the
boundary € of the area. Thus, in the usual vector
notation,

r=ffeurl P-dA= §T-a7
¢

where dA and dr are, respectively, vector elements of
area and of boundary, and V is the velocity vector.
Now, the circulation around the airfoil at, say, 18
feet from the center is known from the experimental
span load distribution and the air speed. This circu-
lation constitutes the amount of vorticity that must
be shed from the trailing edge between this point and
the airfoil tip. If the trailing vortex sheet extended
unchanged indefinitely downstream, the value of

§V-d? along any path that enclosed the edge of the

sheet and cut the sheet 18 feet from the center, as, for
example, the path SPQR in figure 9, should equal this
circulation. Owing to the rolling-up, however, the
amount of vorticity within such a path exceeds this
amount, especially when the point at which the path
cuts the sheet is well back of the trailing edge. The
excess indicates the extent of the rolling-up.

Such integrations were performed along the rec-
tangular paths shown in figures 8 and 9. The integra-
tion along these paths is particularly simple, for, along
the vertical sides, V.dr=V sin ¢ dr and, along the
horizontal sides, V-dr=V sin ¢ dr, where § and ¢ are
the experimentally determined pitch and yaw angles,
V is the local air speed, and dr is the length of the path
element.

From these integrations it was found that, at 10
feet. behind. the quarter-chord line, the total vorticity
in the area of integration was 1.024 as much as the
circulation around the airfoil at the 18-foot station;
whereas, at 26 feet behind the quarter-chord line, it
was 1.13 as much. These values correspond, respec-
tively, to the circulations that existed on the airfoil
at 17.2 feet and 14.3 feet from, the center. It follows
that the vortex sheet leaving the trailing edge rolls up
at such a rate that, in the first survey plane, the vor-
ticity originally between 17.2 feet and the edge has all
been concentrated between 18 feet and the tip; and, in
the rear survey plane, the part originally outboard of
14.3 feet has been concentrated between 18 feet and
the tip. Integrations about the inner parts of the
vortex sheet showed, as expected, that the inner part
lost as much vorticity as the tip gained. 3

The rest of the sheet must distend correspondingly.
Thus, the portion extending originally between the cen-
ter and 14.8 feet from the center hes, at the 26-foot
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survey plane, become so distended that it reaches to
18 feet. Further evidence on this distention is found
in the surveys made in the vertical line 8 feet from the
center (figs. 8 and 9). The rate of outward displace-
ment of the vortex filaments 8 feet from the center is
roughly given by the average of the yaw angles just
above and just below the sheet. At the 10-foot and the
26-foot survey planes, these average angles are 2.5° and
3.5° respectively. The mean along the path being thus
about 3° and the length of the path being about 19 feet,
it follows that a vortex filament leaving the trailing
edge 8 feet from the center has moved out to gbout
8-+19 tan 3°=9 feet from the center by the time it
reaches the rearmost survey plane. The paths of this
filament, the filament leaving the trailing edge 14.3
feet from the center, and the tip-vortex core have been
indicated in figure 6. The surveys in the symmetry
plane and in the line 3 feet from it are of uncertain in-
terpretation, because the pressure-orifice measure-
ments showed anomalous lift distribution near tho
center of the airfoil.

It ‘may be remarked that, although the distortion
and distention found are not inconsiderable, the rolling-
up process, by which the vorticity is eventually concen-
trated into & pair of tip vortices, appears to be still far
from complete. This result is evident from the position
of the tip-vortex core, located at the approximate center
of rotation of the air flow near the tip. It has moved in
only to 96 percent of the semispan whereas, for com-
plete rolling-up, it would be at 78 percent of the semi-
span. Figure 10 shows similar surveys behind the tip
of the 8- by 48-foot Clark Y airfoil. For complete roll-
ing-up, the tip vortex would be at ebout 87 percent of
the semispan, whereas the survey shows it almost ut
the tip.

Further evidence of the displacement of the tip-
vortex core is found in the photographs obtuined in
smoke-flow studies and reproduced in figure 11. The
visible flows were obtained with kerosene vapor flowing
past the tip of the tapered half-wing mounted on a re-
flecting board. The core of the tip vortex is easily dis-
cerned as far back in the mouth of the exit bell as can
be seen, a total distance of about 50 feet._ This visual
method was not capable of yielding quantitative re-
sults although, qualitatively, it was clear that the in-
ward displacement of the tip-vortex core was small.

Kaden’s theoretical calculations (reference 7) indi-
cate that the rolling-up process is not complete until a
distance of 0.56.4/C; semispans behind the trailing
edge of the airfoil. For & lift coefficient C; of 1.35 and
an aspect ratio A of 6, this value is 2.5 semispans, or
about four times as far back as is the usual location
of the tail. It-may be remarked that, in Muttray’'s
work (reference 8), the rolling-up, as determined by
the inward displacement of the tip-vortex core, was
found to be slower than is given by the foregoing
expression.
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The effect of rolling-up on the downwash.—It will be
recalled that, in the tentative scheme for calculating
downwash angles, the trailing vortex sheet is assumed
to originate at the lifting line and to extend unchanged
toinfinity. The question now arises as to how seriously
such rolling-up, distortion, and distention of the trailing
vortex sheet as were found in the preceding study
affect the accuracy of the results computed on this
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basis. For purposes of comparison, calculations were
made of the downwash angles in the symmetry plane
at a distance of 1.15 semispans behind the quarter-
chord line (corresponding to the rearmost survey plane
behind the U. S. A. 45 airfoil) using the theoretical
span load distribution for a 2:1 tapered airfeil of aspect
ratio 8, for the following cases (fig. 12):

(a), (b), (), (d)—Views showing tip vortex core forming at wing tips end moving downstream. Plain wing without flap.
(e)—View of flow at tip of the wing with 0.20¢ full-span spiit flap deflected 60°. (f}—View showing flow at the tip of a partial-span split fiap.

FIGURE 11.—Smoke-flow pictures for the U. 8. A. 45 tapered airfofl in the full-scale wind tunnel. Wing vertical.



186

(a) The vortex sheet assumed to be distorted and
rolled up to the same extent as found at the rearmost
survey plane in the foregoing study and to exist in this
state from the wing to infinity. The actual vortex
sheet, of course, is distorted less than this amount
shead of this position and more than this amount
behind this position. It is very difficult to take this
variation into account in the calculations, howerver,
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consists of a relative vertical displacement. Thus,
curve ¢, which is the same as b but shifted ver-
tically by an amount equal to the displacement of the
center of the curved sheet, does not differ from that
for a by more than 1° in the region of interest and
differs from it hardly at all at small distances above the
wake. For low-wing or midwing monoplanes, the
tail will usually be at small distances above the wake
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amount equal to the displacement at the middle of the distorted sheet.

and the error involved in assuming the distortion to be
uniform appears to be negligible,

(b) The vortex sheet assumed to be neither dis-
torted nor rolled up but to extend stralght behmd the
quarter-chord line to infinity.

The curves in figure 12 show the corresponding
downwash angles, calculated for C,=1.35, plotted
against vertical distance from .the level of the quarter-
chord line. The curve for b is distinctly separate
from that for a. Most of the difference, however,

and the downwash computed as for ¢ will therefore,
for these cases, correspond to the actual distorted
vortex sheet. Furthermore, it will be recalled that the
present example is very nearly a limiting, if not an
exaggerated case; for the more usual conditions, the
distortion will be much less, and the difference between
a and ¢ will be negligible.

The following conclusion is thus reached: In the com-
putation of downwash angles behind plain airfoils, it is
usually sufficiently accurate to neglect the distention of
the vortex sheet and to take into account the distortion
simply by considering the entire vortex sheot to be
displaced vertically by an amount equal to the displace-
ment of the center line of the actual distorted sheet.
This displacement, in turn, is readily calculated, for the
center line passes through the trailing edge and moves
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downward with the downwash itself. Its inclination
at every point is the downwash angle e at that point;
hence the vertical displacement from the trailing edge
is given simply by the expression

z
f tan e dx
T.E.

Influence of the wake.—The wake, which is the
rearward extension of the boundary layer and which
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coincides with the trailing vortex sheet, affects the
motion of the air in its vicinity. There is a flow of air
toward the wake center, as will be obvious on consider-
ing that the velocity in the wake increases with distance
from the trailing edge, requiring that the stream lines
converge. The effect therefore consists of an increase
in the downwash above the wake and a decrease in the
downwash below it.

Some indication as to the magnitude of the effect for
airfoils without flaps may be obtained from the surveys
made in the symmetry plane behind the 8- by 48-foot
Clerk Y airfoil. The dynamic pressures and the down-
wash angles in the wake region are plotted in figure 13
for five different lift coefficients. The effect at the two
lowest lift coefficients is too small to be detected. At
the next two lift coefficients (Cr=1.02 and 1.44), the
downwash above the wake exceeds that below it; but
no quantitative information on the wake effect can be
obtained from these data, because the distortion of the
vortex sheet also contributes a disymmetry of the
same order of magnitude. The curve for the partly
stalled wing (Cr=1.35) shows an effect amounting to
several degrees.

Theoretical calculations of the wake effect on down-
wash based on the wake description presented in a later
section of this report have been made. They indieate,
in agreement with these data, that the maximum effect
of the wake on the downwash angle at the tail is about
0.2° for unstalled plain wings. For wings with high-

drag flaps or for partly stalled wings, the effect may be
ten times as great. Details of these calculations will
be given after the discussion of the wake equations.
Sweepback and dihedral—Wings with sweepback
introduce some complication into the theory, since the
component vortices for such a case do not have the
simple rectangular U-shape. Some computations made
for & wing with a normal amount of sweepback showed
the effect to be much too small to require considera-
tion. The lifting line may therefore be assumed to be

| perpendicular to the symmetry plane and to pass

through the quarterchord point of the root section.

Dihedral has an indirect effect on the downwash in
that it gives the trailing vortex sheet an initial distortion
which, however, is usually small. Thus, for the U. S. A.
45 tapered airfoil, the shed vortex sheet leaves the trail-
ing edge with an injtial dihedral of about 8.5°, thereby
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F1ouzE 15.—~Theoretical span Ioad distribution for the 13-oot T. 8. A. 45 tapered
airfofl and the equivalent stepwise distribution used in the downwash ealcalations.
Cr, 1.175.

contributing only about one-fifth of the total distortion
found in the rearmost survey plane.

Span load distribution.—It may be pointed ouf that,
in order to carry out a computation of the downwash
angles, it will usually be necessary to use the theoretical
span load distribution as derived, for example, by the
method of Glauert (reference 9) or of Lotz (reference
10). The theoretical span load distribution thus derived
corresponds closely to the ectual distribution, provided
that the airfoil has a reasonably high aspect ratio
and rounded tips, although its accuracy in the neighbor-
hood of discontinuities in either chord or angle is ques-
tionable.

Semple calculation of downwash and comparison
with experiment.—It may be desirable to illustrate by
an example the computation of the downwash angles
behind an airfoil and to show, by comparison with
experiment, the accuracy of the results. The experi-
mental downwash-angle contour map (fig. 14) for the
12-foot tapered airfoil at Cp=1.175 was chosen for the
comparison.

For the theoretical curve of span load distribution

(fig. 15), an approximately equivalent, stepwise dis-
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tribution is substituted. A vortex of strength given
by the amount of the rise is considered to be shed at
each step, and the downwash angles are computed for
points in the symmetry plane by means of equation (1).
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It is assumed here that the trailing vortices extend
unchanged indefinitely downstream. The resulting
downwash-angle confour map is shown in figure 186.
Distorting this map so that the center line goes through
the trailing edge and has, at every point, an inclination
equal to the downwash angle at that point, leads to the
map of figure 17, which is now to be compared with the
experimental map (fig. 14). It will be seen that the

200142—40—14

agreement is, on the whole, satisfactory, particularly
in the region where the tail plane is usually located,
namely, about 0.75 semispan back. The following
discrepancies meay be noted:

1. The theoretical downwash angle approaches 7.8°
on the center line at large distances, whereas the experi-
mental downwash angle has already dropped to 7° at
two semispans back and appears to be still decreasing
rapidly with distance. This difference, as was shown
by computation, is due to the distortion of the vortex
sheet into & channel, the depth of which is about 0.4
semispan. It may be remarked that, for complete
rolling-up, with the two halves of the trailing vortex
sheet concentrated at their centroids, the downwash
angle would be 5.0° in this region.

2. There is a dissymmetry in the experimental down-
wash map at the farther distances behind the airfoil
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FIGCRE 21.—Variation of madmum downwash angla In the symmetry vlane with
Ci for the 2- by 12-foot Clark Y alrfofl.

in that the angles decrease faster below the maximum
than above it. This dissymmetry is also due to the
deformation of the sheet, as may be seen by referring
to curve a of figure 12.

3. There is a region of large downwash angles above
the center line, just behind the airfoil. This character-
istic is predicted by airfoil-section theory and may be
observed, for example, in the theoretical flow about the
Clark Y section (fig. 3).

Other less complete comparisons between theoretical
and experimental downwash angles are given in figure
18, where the maximum theoretical and experimental
downwash angles are plotted against longitudinal posi-
tion. The agreement is satisfactory, although the ex-
perimental downwash angles are somewhat larger than
thetheoretical except where the distortion and the rolling-
up of the vortex sheet become considerable, as for the
10- by 30-inch airfoil at C,=0.91. Figure 19 shows
experimental downwash-angle contour maps for the
2- by 12-foot airfoil at two lift coefficients. Figure 20
shows similar contour maps for the 5- by 30-inch airfoil
and also shows the wake. This figure is of particular
interest, for it shows clearly that the downwash maxima
lie slightly above the wake.

If it is assumed that, for & wing without twist, the
span load distributions (or circulation distribution) are
similar at all angles of attack, it follows that downwash
should be proportional to the lift coefficient. Examples
of the proportionality between downwash and lift
coefficient are shown in figure 21.
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DOWNWASH AND WAKE BEHIND

WINGS WITH FLAPS

Provided that the span load distribution is known, the
downwash may be computed for a flapped wing just as
for a plain wing. It must be recognized, however, that
the inaccuracies discussed in the preceding sectioms,
which were concluded to have relatively small effect for
plain wings, here acquire increased importance.

The wake, in particular, is many times stronger than
that for a plain wing, and its effect in increasing the
downwash angles near its upper border and deereasing
them near its lower border is much more pronounced.
Figure 22 shows the wake profiles and the corresponding
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F13URE 24.—Comparizon of experimental with calculated maximum downwash
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downwash-angle plots in the plane of the elevator hinge
line behind the low-wing monoplane with flaps down.
The effect mentioned is seen to be considerable near the
middle of the wake but is small outside the wake. For
comparison, similar plots for the wing with flaps up are
shown in figure 23.

In figure 24, the maximum theoretical and experi-
mental downwash angles are plotted against longitu-
dinal position for two cases of the 2- by 12-foot airfoil
with full-span flaps. The excess of the experimental
over the theoretical maximum downwash is approxi-
mately accounted for by the wake effect, as will be
shown in a later section of this report. The experi-
mental downwash-angle contour maps for these two
casges are given in figures 25 and 26.

PLAIN AND FLAPPED AIRFOILS 191

The deformation of the trailing vortex sheet for the
case of partial-span flaps is also much more extensive
than for the plain wing. Such distortion is indicated

by the survey shown in figure 27, made in the vertical .

plane containing the elevator hinge line, behind the
low-wing monoplane with flaps down. The trailing
vortex sheet has been swept down sharply between
the flap tip and the center. The origin of this pe-
culiar deformation will be obvious on considering
the direction of rotation of the flap-tip and the wing-
tip vortices.

Data with which to study separately the foregoing
influences are limited, and an exhaustive discussion of
their effects is therefore not warranted. It appears
likely, in view of the study for the plain wing, that no
large discrepancy need be expected between the actual
downwash angles and those computed by the previously
described method, unless the flap span is inordinately
small.

Calculation of downwash angles.—The theoretical
downwash angles may be computed by the method that
was given for plain wings, using the theoretical span load
distribution, which, in these cases, consists of two parts,
that for the plain wing and that for the flap. The flap

contributions were calculated by the method of refer-

ence 10, sufficient data from lift measurements being
available in each case to furnish the variables needed
for the computation.

It may be desirable to state more explicitly the basis
for the computation of the downwash increments due
to flaps. The relative change in lift distribution on
lowering a flap is neerly independent of the angle of
attack, and the absolute change in the section lift
coefficient ¢; at any section is approximately propor-
tional to the total increase in the wing lift coefficient
C.,. The resultant loading and the resultant vortex
system are therefore the sums of those of the plain wing
at the given angle of attack and those due to the flap,
which are proportional to Cy,. The resulting down-
wash is, correspondingly, the sum of that of the plain
wing at the given attitude and that due to the flap, the
flep component again being proportional to C.,. The
vertical displacement of the center line of the down-
wash-angle pattern is similarly additive.

In these span-loading calculations, the Fourier coeffi-
cients for the chord distribution were found by Pear-
son’s system (reference 11) and the Fourier coefficients
for the angle distribution were found by the usual
method of integration. Ten terms of the series for the
loading were used except in the case of the flap with the
center cutawsay, for which 20 terms were used. A
reagonable number of terms does not suffice to give
the shape of the loading curve very close to the edge of
g flap; the eurve is therefore more or less arbitrarily
drawn in this region, the main condition being that it
be vertical at the position of the flap tip.
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Sample calculation for fiapped wings and comparison
with experiments,—Figures 28 to 30 illustrate steps
in the downwash-angle caleulation for the case of the
2- by 12-foot airfoil with 70-percent-span split flap at
C.=1.85. The lift coefficient consists of two parts,
C.,=1.16 and C;,=0.69; the corresponding two con-
tributions to the span load distribution are shown in
figure 28. The corresponding downwash-angle pat-
terns, neglecting distortion or displacement of the shed
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FisurE 28.—Contributions of plain wing and of flap to span lead distribution on
the 2- by 12-foot Clark Y alrfoll with 70-pereent-span spllt flap. &y, 80% Ct,, 1.16;
CLI, 0.69.

vortex sheet, are shown in figure 29. Adding these
two contour maps and shifting the center line so that
its inclination equals the downwash angle at every
point gives the contour map shown in figure 30, which
is now to be compared with the experimental downwash-
angle contour map shown in figure 31 (a). The dis-
agreement between the two is not large and is quanti-
tatively attributable to the wake effects, as will eppear
later.

Figure 31 contains experimental downwash-angle
contour msaps, in the symmetry planes, for the 2- by
12-foot airfoil with 40-percent-span and 70-percent-
span split flaps and with the 70-percent-span split
flap having a 12.5-percent-span cuteway at the center.
In figure 32, the maximum downwash angle is plotted
against the longitudinal position and compared with
the computed values. The difference between the
experimental and the theoretical values may be aseribed
to two effects: that of the wake, which increases the
downwash; and that of the rolling-up, which, although
insignificant for plain wings, appreciably reduces the
downwash for short-span flaps. Thus, for the 70-
percent flap, the first effect predominates (fig. 32 (a});
whereas, for the 40-percent flap at the higher lift
coefficient, the second effect predominates (fig. 32 (c¢)).

A discrepancy of the order of 4° exists in the case
of the 70-percent flap with the cutaway at the center.
Agreement can hardly be expected, however, for there
is little justification in using the lifting-line theory to
calculate the span load distribution near a cutaway
that is smaller than the wing chord or in assuming
that the vortex sheet shed from the region of the cut-
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away would not be thoroughly -distorted after a very
short distance. This case is of _less practical impor-
tance than might be supposed, because the added lift
due to a flap appears to be carried across the fuselage
even though the flaps themselves may end at the
wing-fuselage juncture.

DOWNWASH BEHIND STALLED AIRFOILS

The matter of downwash behind stalled airfoils is of
importance from considerations of stability and con-
trol at the stall. The available data for such cases are
limited; hence an extensive treatment of the subject is
not possible. A discussion based on that for un-
stalled airfoils and in agreement with the small amount
of data available may, however, be useful.

The subject-divides itself naturally into two parts,
depending on whether the wing stalls at the tips or at
the center. The effects of stalling on downwash fall
roughly under two heads: (a) effects of the strong
wake, and (b) effects of the change in the span load
distribution.

For a wing stalled at the tips, the span load distri-
bution may be compared with that for a wing with a
partial-span flap as shown, for example, in figure 28,
where the edge of the flap corresponds to the edge of
the low-lift stalled region. The downwash in the
region of the tail will therefore, for a given lift coeffi-
cient, be greater for the stalled wing than for the un-
stalled wing, because a substantial part of the vorticity
that, for the unstalled wing, leaves the wing at the tip,
now leaves at the edge of the stalled region.
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An example of this effect will be noted when the mid-
wing model is discussed. The wing being highly
tapered, the stall in this case progresses inward from
the tips. After the tips begin to stell, the lift remains
nearly constant with increase in angle of attack and,
correspondingly, so does the theoretical downwash
(as computed for the unstalled wing). The experi-
mental downwash, for the reason just given, con-
tinues to increase as the edge of the stalled region
moves inward.

Wings with low teper ratio, or with washout, will
stall first at the center. In addition to the change in
the vortex distribution, corresponding to the change in
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span load distribution, the presence of the wake close to
.or passing over the tail is an important factor. The
wake is very wide, but the position of its center can
probably be predicted with fair accuracy from the span
load distribution by the process previously described.
As will be explained in a later section, the center of the
wake leaves the wing, not at the trailing edge, but at a
point about (¢/2) sin o above the trailing edge. In
general, when a wing stalls at the center, the center of
the wake moves upward. If the stall is gradual, this
displacement will be small; if the lift drops sherply
across the center of the wing, the vortices rolling off
at the edge of the stalled portivn will rotate in such a
sense as to contribuie an upward motion to the wake.
‘The curve of figure 13 for the Clark Y airfoil at « =17.6°
illustrates this effect. It will be seen that both the
middle position of the wake and the mean downwash
angle in the wake are approximately the same as for
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a=1.4°, although the lift coefficient is three times as
much. The figure also demonstrates the other char-
acteristic of the air flow near a strong wake; namely,
that, because of the flow of air into the wake, the down-
wash above it is increased, while that below it is de-
creased. The effect in this case amounts to about 3°
or 4°,
WAKE

The wake may be defined as the region behind a wing
in which the drag due to skin friction appears as a de-
creased total pressure. Bernoulli’s equation does not
apply within it, for there is a gradient in dynamic pres-
sure, whereas the static pressure is almost constant.
Owing to turbulent mixing at its boundaries, the wake
widens with increasing distance downstream and at
the same time becomes less intense. Far behind the
wing, the wake becomes so thoroughly diffused with the
surrounding stream that its presence can no longer be
observed. Typical distributions of dynamic pressure
in the wake are shown in figure 33.

Calculations for tail-surface design require & knowl-
edge of the wake location, with reference to the tail,
and of the wake dimensions. It will be shown that the
wake location is dependent on the airfoil lift and that
the wake dimensions are functions of the profile drag
and essentially independent of the lift.

LOCATION OF THE WAKE

The wake behind a wing has been shown (figs. 8, 9,
and 27) to coincide with the trailing vortex sheet.
This coincidence is due to the common origin of the wake
and the vortex sheet at or near the trailing edge of the
wing and their equel freedom to move in the induced-
velocity field behind the wing. It has previously been
shown that the vertical displacement A of the vortex
sheet from an origin at the trailing edge is given with
satisfactory accuracy by

h=f’ ten e do
T.E.

for the cases of wings without flaps at low and moderate
lift coefficients. The necessity for an accurate knowl-
edge of the vertical location of the wake requires that
further consideration be given to the case of flapped
wings and wings at lift coefficients at and above the
stall.

Difficulties in determining the vertical location of
the wake for the aforementioned cases arise, first, in
establishing the vertical location of the origin of the
wake at the trailing edge and, second, in evaluating the
errors introduced by the assumptions made in comput-
ing the height of the vortex sheet. The simplified
trailing-vortex system that has been shown to give
satisfactory accuracy in downwash-angle computations
mey lead to somewhat larger errors in estimating the
wake location.
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From the experimental flap data available, it was not
possible to isolate the discrepancies with the theory
caused by improper choice of the wake origin from those
due to the use of the simplified trailing-vortex system.
It was therefore necessary to resort to an empirical
method that fits the experimental data for full-span
flaps with considerable accuracy. For the cases of
partial-span flaps at high Iifts, the wake will generally

'{Separaﬁon

Tl

4
Separation

fe)

(a) A flapped alrfoll.
(b) A completely stalled alrfofl.
(¢) A pertly stalled airfoil.

FIGURE 34.—Streamlines illustrating the origin of the wake for flapped and stalled
alrfoils.

be slightly above the values given by the empirical
expression.

For a wing with a deflected flap, it is apparent that
the origin of the vortex sheet and the wake is below the
original trailing edge of the wing. Inasmuch as the
flow over the upper surface and that over the trailing
edge of the deflected flap are separated by a distance
equal to about ¢, sin §, (fig. 34), it was assumed as a
first approximation that the wake has this thickness at
the trailing edge with the center at a distance of
(e,/2) sin &, below the original trailing edge. With this
assumption of the position of the wake center and the
further assumption that the wake was deflected behind

the wing by an amount equal tof;Etan e dz, a large

number of comparisons were made with available experi-
mental data on the wake location behind flapped wings.
A systematic discrepancy between the theoretical and
the experimental values was noted that was primarily a
function of the flap deflection. The type of flap (split,
plain, or external-airfoil) appeared to be of only second-
ary importance and has therefore been neglected.
Velues of k, which is the correction factor for the loca-

tion of the wake origin at the trailing edge, are given
in figure 35. Positive values of  indicate downward
displacements.

The location of the wake origin behind & flapped
wing with reference to the original (flap up) trailing
edge of the wing is thus given as

h=(c,2) sin 8,4 e+ f ;Etan ¢ dz

Owing to the relatively slow change in e with distance
behind the wing, a graphical infegration of tan e dx may
readily be performed. The values of ¢ are obtained
from downwash-angle charts, such as figures 16 and 29.

When the wing stalls, the downwash at the wing
center may be either increased or decreased depending
on whether the wing stalls first at the tips or at the
center. The center of the wake in the region of the
trailing edge of a section is always raised, howerver,
when the section either partly or completely stalls.

.04

40
&, .deg.

FIGULE 35.—Plot of factor k for earrection to the vertical position of tke wake origin
at the trailing edge of a wing with a flap.

For cases in which the section is partly stelled (fig.
34 (c)) the wake center may be raised an amount equal
to (c,/2) sin «, in which ¢, is the length of the wing
chord over which the separation occurs. For & com-
pletely stalled wing, ¢, approximately equals ¢. The
foregoing approximations for location of the center of
the wake with reference to the trailing edge of an
unflapped wing have shown satisfactory agreement
with the experimental data.

For the case of 2 flapped wing at the stall, the wake
center will be raised above the trailing edge by an
amount equal to (¢,/2) sin « and, owing to the flap, will
be lowered by an amount equal to (¢,/2} sin §,so that the
resultant displacement of the origin may be obtained as
the algebraic sum of these two terms.

The wake displacement behind the wing depends
directly on the downwash. It is not to be expected,
therefore, that the wake location for a stalled wing may
be predicted with great accuracy unless the exact nature
of the stall is known and the change in the load distri-
bution due to the stall is taken into account.
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WAEKE DIMENSIONS

The profile drag of an airfoil section may be approxi-
mately equated to the loss of momentum in the wake,
as shown by Betz (reference 12) by the equation

do—p f_: w(U—1) dz

in which U is the velocity in the free stream and u is
the local velocity in the wake. At distances behind the
airfoil comparable with the tail-plane location where the
static pressure in the wake has reached that of the free
stream, the momentum equation may be approximated
by the more elementary expression

=i 0-g)e
z

in which ¢, is the section profile-drag coefficient, ¢/g, is
the ratio of the dynamic pressure in the wake to-that
in the free stream, and B is the wake width. Ezxperi-
mental investigations have shown excellent agreement
with this expression even for the cases of wings with
flaps (reference 13).

The wake may be completely described by the width
B, the loss of dynamic pressure at the wake center Ag,
and the shape of the wake profile.

As an aid in generalizing the results, the following
nondimensional ratios have been adopted:

@

_ dynamic-pressure loss at center line of wake Aq
dynamic pressure 1n free stream -

=1-4
Qo

_ 1 wake width B
$=3 wing chord’ 2¢

distance behind trailing edge of wmg Z
wing chord

¢

In a theoretical analysis of the wake behind a two-
dimensional body, assuming the turbulent mixing
length to be proportional to the wake width, Prandtl
(reference 14) has indicated the following relations:

focklegt

Gdo*

<
These proportionalities have been investigated by
means of the experimentsal data. The wake widths for
the three symmetrical airfoils at zero lift are plotted
against distance from the wing trailing edge in figure 36.
The curves are all parabolic, as indicated by the Prandtl
expression. The origin is shifted to ¢ = —0.15, which is
to be expected, owing to the already finite boundary-
layer width at the wing trailing edge. In figure 37 is
shown the variation of the wake width 2¢ with ¢q, for
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a fixed value of £ (¢#1.5). The predicted proportion-
ality with ¢, is verified, for the test points may be
ﬁtged to a parabola, the equation of which is {=0.89
Cao .

From. the same test data, corresponding values of the
relative losses in dynamic pressure at the wake center

20

LE. /

Distance behind frailing edge, ¢, c/;ar‘d lfengths
Fraure 36.~—Tlustrations of parabolio relation between wake width and distancs
behind the trailing edge.

7 are plotted against ¢4, (fig. 38); the predicted propor-
tionality of % with cdg* is again substantiated. The
variation in 5 with distance from the trailing edge is
shown in figure 39 for the N. A, C. A. 0018 airfoil. In
contrast to the Prandtl relation, the variation in this
case appears to be with the inverse first power of ¢,
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F16URE 37.—Tlustration of parabolic relation between wake width and profile drag.
Distanos bebind tralling edge, £ 1.5 chord lengths. (Data from referenco 13.)

rather than with the inverse ¥ power. The discrepancy
is doubtless associated with the high values of 4 near
the trailing edge, for in Prandtl’s discussion it was as-
sumed that % is small. The inverse first power will be
tentatively retained, although it is recognized that an
obvious inconsistency exists for large values of &.
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Applying the proportionality constants derived from
the data leads to the equations

2.42 cg}
™~%FTo3 @)
=0.68 ¢z} (4+0.15)} @)

Curves representing these equations are plotted in
figures 40 and 41. Combining (3) and (4} leads to the
equation

t/1=0.28(&+0.15)! (¢+0.3)
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FIcurE 38.—IMustration of parabolle relation between meximum dynamie-pressure
loss in wake and proflle-drag coefficlent. Distence behind trafling edge, £ 1.5
chord lengths, (Data from reference 13.)
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The ratio of the wake width to the deficiency of dy-

namic pressure at the wake center is thus shown to be
independent of the value of cq,
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FIGURE 40.—Variation of maximum dynamie-pressure loss in the wake with distance

behind the trelling edge.
242042
=03
1.5
L %)
%
§ : //’{5(/
/5]
%I.O /// /’/
< // /0|1
g
-E // A '//
Q / /// 1051 ]
§ T T
W ]
A
/) 1
/|

a . ! -] 4
Distance behind Irailing edge, &,
chord lengths
FIGURE 41.—Variation of wake width with distance behind the tralling edge,
r=0.68ceH0.15)%



200

A complete description of the wake requires, in ad-
dition to { and #, the variation of the relative loss in
dynamic pressure n’ with the distance ¢’ from the
wake center line. The nondimensional wake profiles
measured on the three symmetrical airfoils at different
distances behind the trailing edge are shown in figure
42, Although the profiles vary somewhat, in the
range of distances corresponding to the usual tail loca-
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FIGURE 43.—Varlation of dynamile-pressure loss across the wake.
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tion the profile shape may be closely approximated by
either of the following empirical equations:

7’_’_= _ s: 1.75]7
] l:l f)
! .

i
7

(5)

=cos? -

2

Equation (2) can be rewritten as

$
cdo = f—!’ ‘ﬂldﬂ"

Substitution of values of %' from equation (5) and
integration of the area under the wake profile provide
the interesting result that

(6)

cdog ﬂf

An expression for ¢, in terms of » and { may also be
obtained from equations (3) and (4):

__ n5(E+03)

%165 (s+0.15)*=K3”;

)

Values of K; from equation (7) are plotted against
¢ in figure 43. The value of K, is unity at two chord
lengths behind the airfoil; accordingly, only in this
region are equations (6) end (7) in good agreement.
The differences at the ather values of £ are attributed to
the changing shape of the wake profiles with distance
behind the airfoil and te the relative inaccuracy of
equation (2) at small distances behind the wing.
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Wake of stalled airfoils.—Although the empirical
equations (3) and (4) for the wake dimensions were
developed from results obtained at lifts below the stall,
they apply with reasonable accuracy above the stall
provided that the profile-drag coefficient of the stalled
wing ahead of the particular region is known.

The rapid variation of ¢4, with Cy at the stall and the
inexact knowledge of the profile-drag coefficients of
stalled or partly stalled sections usually make an exact
calculation difficult. When these data are available,
satisfactory agreement is obtained, as shown by the
comparison of the experimental and the predicted wake
dimensions for the case of the stalled U. S. A, 45 airfoil
in figure 33.

Interesting comparisons of the wake of the U. 8. A.
45 airfoil at lift coefficients slightly above and below the
stall can be obtained from a study of figures 44 to 47.°
The wake contours are marked in fractions of the free-
stream dynamic pressure (1-7°) and results are given
for surveys in planes at three longitudinal distances
behind the airfoil and in the plane of symmetry of the
airfoil.

It may be noted for the surveys at a longitudinal
distance of 1.18 chord lengths (figs. 44 (b) and 45 (b))
behind the trailing edge of the wing, which most nearly

20
L From integrafion of
waoke profile given
K= Cdy by eguation (5 -
78 - ——
e
Lo - o
’qt:f'rom n and § volues
in equations (3} and (4)

0 / 2 3
Distance behind Irafling edge, § .chord lengths

F1GURE 43.—Relation between profile-drag coefllcient and the product of wake half
width by maximum dynsmlie-pressure loss.

corresponds to the usual tail location, that the dynamic
pressure in the plane of symmetry of the wing and at
the wake center line changes from 0.8 ¢, for the unstalled
condition to 0.5 g, at several degrees above the stall.
The value of 5 is therefore increased from 0.2 to 0.5.
The corresponding profile-drag coefficients for the un-
stalled and the stalled conditions are 0.018 and 0.130,
respectively (reference 1).
Since y = c,;o*, it may be expected that
stalled

— should be equal.

unstalled

-+ Naeatled C.f(,*

t

© Nunstaiied Cay

A faifly satisfactory agreement is found; thus, upon
substitution of the numerical values, the first ratio gives
2.5 and the second gives 2.7.



DOWNWASH AND WAKE BEHIND PLAIN AND FLAPPED AIRFOILS 201

8

]

i
g
2

quarter-chord poinl, semispan

3

L 1

¢ 25 50 75 | 1.00
Distance from center line, semispan

(a) Plane 0.33¢ behind the trailing edge.

Vertical dAIsfancc from

~
.9

]

1
S

.
S

¢ 725 50 75 7.00
Distance from cenfer fine, semispan
(b) Plane 1.i8 behind ths trailing edge.

S
&

(s}
)
1
!
|
|

!

|

1

i
e

quarter-chord point, semispan  Verlical distance from %-chord point, semispan

Vertical distance from

¢ Z5 50 5 700
Distaonce from center line, semispon
(c} Plane 1.99¢ behind the trafling edge.
FIGURE 44.—Contour lines of dynamic pressurs in planes parallel to the span and verfous distances behind the tralling edge of the center section of the U. 8. A, 45
tapered airfoll. Dynamie pressures in fractions of free-stream dynamie pressure; e, 15.2°; Cr, 1.35. .



202

X-chard point, semispan

Vertical distonce from

25 - 50 75 7.0
Dis#aé from center lins, sem/spal/ g

{a)} Plane 0.36¢ behind the tralling edge.

5

(=]

]
o
9

é

8

Vertical distance from quarter-chord point, semispan

Ts)
Distance from center line, semispon
(b) Plane 1.18¢ behind the tralling edge.

Tef e —

l

Tz e

Q
O

(=)

hord point, sem/span

-/0
¢
s
N
§-.20
8
@
§-.30
%
L+ ]
S
3
= L — A
& ¢ .25 .50 ’ .75 1.00
Distonce fraom cenfer (ine, semispan

(¢} Plane 2.02¢ behind the trailing edge.

Fiours i5.~Contour lines of dynamio pressure in planes pacallel to the span and varlous distances behind the traillng adge of the center section of the U. 8. A. 45
tapered alrfoil. Dynamie pressures in fractions of free-stream dynamic pressure; alrfoll stalled; o, 18.5% Ct, 1.00.



DOWNWASH AND WAKE BEHIND PLAIN AND FLAPPED AIRFOILS

by
£ /0
g
-
3
3
g =0
3
s

A
3

1 L I L 1 1

203

o 10 =20 50 40 50

Vertical distance from !4

6‘0 70 .80 .80

Longitudinal distance from quorter-chord point, semispars

FiGURE 46.—Contour fines of dynamic pressure In the symmetry plane behind the U. 8. A. 45 tapered airfoll. Dynamic pressures In fractions of free-stream dynamic
pressure; «, 15.2°; Cr, 1.35.

i,
~
Q

po

a4 y

%-c%

'
—
o

semispan

&

Vertical distance from

A
8

70 .20

)

.30 40 50 60 .70
Longitudinal distance from quarier-chord point, semispans

—80 .90 700 110

FIGURE 47.—Contour lines of dsnamio pressure in the symmetry plane hehind the U. 8. A. 45 tapered airfoil. Dynamic pressures in fractions of free-stream dynamic
pressure; airfoll stalled; «, 18.5% Ck, 1.00.

Caleulation of the wake effect on downwash angle.—

From the equation 4’ =14 cos 2? and the definition of v/,

72
) —I—V:

it follows that the veloc1ty V at a point (%, ) in the
weke is given by

— R

T_fo‘ 2¢
The flow (in two dimensions) passing between a point
(¢, 0) on the wake center and the point distant {” above
it (& &), s

1—q cos’s—

¢=cf§ Va’;’=cVoJ‘§ 1/1—1; cos’f,—;ldl"
0 0 2¢

in which 4 and ¢’ are functions of csyand £ The stream
function ¢ can be evaluated from tables of -elliptic
integrals; for a particular pair of values of ¢4, and £, it
is a function of {’. After this function has been com-
puted for different values of §, streamlines may be
drawn, for they are loci of points for which the values
of ¢ are constant. The inclination of the streamline
passing through any point is the wake effect on the
downwash angle at that point.
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The calculation, as here described, applies for points
lying within the wake (’/¢=1). The effect diminishes
with distance from the edge of the wake. Inasmuch
as the tail plane is not usually very far from the wake,
the eflect at the tail may be considered equal to that
at the wake edge near it. Figure 48 shows the results
of the calculations for ¢;,=0.1 and 0.2, for {=1.5,

which corresponds approximately to the usual longi-
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FioURE 48 —Effect of wake on downwash at 1.5 chord lengths behind the trailing
edge.

tudinal location of the tail plane. At much higher
drag coefficients, the effect becomes so large that it is
not possible to predict, with any accuracy, the down-
wash in the wake behind completely stalled airfoils.
An example may be seen in the surveys behind the
stalled low-wing monoplane with flaps down (fig.
22(a)); the profile-drag coefficient of the stalled section
is about 0.5, and the maximum effect on the dawnwash
angle is about 15°,

APPLICATION TO AN AIRPLANE

In order to show the application of the method, it
will be applied to the case of the typical midwing-mono-
plane model, for which experimental data are available
for comparison. Tt Co o

The calculations are based on the theoretical span
load distributions of figure 49. For convenience, the
curve for the plain wing is shown for ¢;,,=1.00 and that

for the flap is for Cp,~0.64. . Figure 50 indicates the

progress of the calculation for the case of flaps up, at
Cp=1.1. The downwash-angle contours are shown first
undisplaced and then displaced in the manner pre-
viously discussed, so that the center line passes through

REPORT NO. 661—NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS

the trailing edge and follows the downflow. For pur-
poses .of comparison with pitching-moment results, a
correction factor of 0.95 should be applied in order to
obtain the average value along the span of the tail.
Incidentally, it may be noted that this center line and
the wake center line which coincides with it fall below

2
[
hlg \\.—‘CL,-/.OU
§ AP \'\
o G, - Q641
g!-@ \ \
|
a £ 4 6 ] 1.0

Distance from center if‘ne. Semispa

FIGURE 49.—Contributions of plain wing and of flap to the span load distribution for
the midwing-monoplane model.

the tail and that the wake as computed by equation (4)
does not flow over the tail.

Steps in the calculation for a case of the zirplane with
flaps down appear in figure 51. The undisplaced down-
wash-angle contours corresponding to the plain wing
(Cr,=0.96) are shown as well as the contribution of the
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(b} Pattern displaced so that center line passes through the tralling edge and follows
the downflow.

FIGURE 50.—Theoretical downwash-angls contours and wake location for the mid-
wing-monoplane model. Flaps up; Ct, 1.1.

flap (Cp,=0.64). Addition of these two contour maps

leads to the contours shown in figure 51 (¢). When the
center line is so displaced that it passes through the
wake origin, which in this case is just below the middle
of the flap opening (see fig. 35), and follows the down-
flow, the contours of figure 51 (d) are obtained. The
edge of the wake, as found by equation (4), again falls
below the tail.
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FIGURE 81.-—Theoretlcal downwash-angle contours and wake location for the mid-
wing-monoplsne model. Flaps down; Cy,, 0-95; Crp, 064

The downwash angles so obtained should, for pur-
poses of comparison with pitching-moment measure-
ments, be corrected by a factor of 0.9 in order to get the
average value along the span of the tail and by an
increment of 0.5°, which is the estimated effect of the
wake.

Experimental values of the downwash angles were
obtained by comparing tail-off pitching moments with
tail-on pitching moments obtained at different stabilizer
settings. The stabilizer settings corresponding to zero
load on the tail are found by interpolation or extra-
polation. From these values, the corresponding angles
of attack of the airplane, and the jet-boundary cor-
rections (reference 4), the downwash angles are de-
rived. The agreement between theory and experiment
is shown in figure 52 to be satisfactory, except
at the higher angles of attack, where the tips are
stalled.

This case may be considered a particularly favorable
one, for the model was well streamlined and had a
relatively small fuselage. It is likely, however, that,
as in the present example, interference will be small in
modern carefully streamlined airplanes.
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FIGURE 53.—Comparison of caleulated and experimental downwash at the fafl of
the midwing-monoplane model.

CONCLUSIONS

1. The Biot-Savart equation, the theoretical span
load distribution, and the lifting-line concept provide
a sufficient basis for computation of the downwash
angle behind airfoils with and without flaps.

2. The concentration of the trailing vortex sheet into
a single pair of trailing vortices may be neglected for
purposes of downwash computations.

3. The potential flow about an airfoil section is
closely approximated by that about & vortex at its
lifting line, for distances greater than one chord from
the airfoil trailing edge.

4. The vertical displacement of the trailing vortex
sheet due to the downfiow must be taken into account
in the calculations.

5. The loss in dynamic pressure at the wake center
is directly proportional to the square root of the
profile-drag coefficient and inversely proportional to
the distance behind the airfoil trailing edge.

6. The wake width is directly proportional to the
square root of the product of the profile-drag coefficient
and the distance behind the airfoil.

7. The wake profile may be accurately given by an
empirical expression involving as parameters only the
wake width and the loss in dynamic pressure at the
wake center.
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8. The wake parameters are relatively independent
of the airfoil lift, and the relations for the unstalled
airfoil apply with almost equal accuracy above the
stall.

LANGLEY MEMORIAL AERONATTICAL LABORATORY,
NarroNaL ApvisorY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS,
Laxarey FiELp, VA., June 23, 15438. .
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